Pool to close as new
'sites are looked into
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CENTRAL Poal is to close for good
us Reading Borough Council an-
nounces its reshufile of swimming
facilities.

Plans have been drifted to quit the
site and create two new pools in Uhe
town including a *neighbourhood”
poot at Palmer Park Stadium to re-
place Arthur Hill in the long term.
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tral Pool but a lemparary eightdane

+  25m exlension is set 1o be built at
Rivermead Leisure Complex in the
maantime.
The cash-strapped council has also
said it will ba looking for a develop-
ment to reduce the building  The outdated Central Swimming Pool in Chotham Street Picture: Chris
ﬁ;w new ?Eliiim;nd ke ot of the-art facilities - oo pour money on outdated facilities in
*The challenge is how We T0pe im-
It is estimated the pop-up pool g serim but we really hope that ihdp:h' kﬁp:ﬂ .~
g:"]ﬁl t"ﬁ“ as long as two ye: b o by working together we can reach  “Instead, the better option’is to
ild and up to ﬂﬁﬂ.mﬂ of mﬂh!ng that works for bath.” invest that money in modern new
maintenance work will take place 8 Mrs West added the group was  swimming and leisure facilities in
?hﬂﬂ Pool to keep it safe to use in in the process of irying o obtaina  Reading”
P The Battle Steoet site is the bar- slight ?xtnnuimu;!: the pl:;n&d hTB The replacement for EEMHI.P:NI
ough's cnly competition stalikeg . Porory uait st Rivermend bo ma would include up-to-date diving
B y COmp space for o im spring board for mid-  provision, but Clir Gittings admit-
poul and s home (o multiple clubs week practices ted that adding full height boards t

including Reading Swimming Club

Clir Paul Gitting, lead member for

the temporary build at Rivermead

";EJ”” Mhmmﬁiumhm sport at Reading Borough Council,  would be out of the councils price
mr" i ;“ pool Dot .oid. *While existing pools remain  range.
o el ve'yoars antd- .1} \150d. it is no secret that some A foasibility study is set o be com-

the nearest diving facilities in Hemal

are ageing and, in reality, are near-

missioned to look at the potential

Hempstead, concern has been ex- i -

g the end of their design life. of providing a six-lane 25m pool &l

prﬁ:;:f over what willhappen tothe 3.y ypolies 1o Contral Pooland  Pajmer Park. Y
l-% ﬂmbﬂm builds raiki Arthur Hill. which have been forced — An options appraisal, looking at
m“&: m‘:m:ﬂ' dﬂ:' to shit a number of times for essen-  how and where a replacement for
:Jl:::n]m 'E:f’ s Ia':d" lial works. The council needs 1o Central Pool would take form, is
m suppaort of the counc make major savings over the next  also being put forward for council-
we really are embracing the fact that g 0 vore lors' approval al a policy committee

it looks like we are going to get some

It makes no sense to continue o musling an November S0




